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 I would like to provide you with further clarification on the issue of the 

Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station which the Prime Minister has just 

touched upon in his statement. Let me first clarify about the explosion which 

took place at thirty-six past three in this afternoon in accordance with the report 

submitted by the Tokyo Electric Power Co., Inc (TEPCO). This nuclear reactor is 

contained in an iron vessel. This containment vessel is also contained in a 

ferroconcrete building.  

 

   The explosion of today has blown up the walls of the ferroconcrete building. 

It was confirmed that the primary containment vessel inside the building did 

not explode. I would like to provide the reason of explosion. The water in the 

core was evaporated due to its reduced quantity. Vapor permeated in the space 

between the primary containment vessel and the building. In this process, 

hydrogen was disengaged from the vapor. Then the hydrogen was combined 

with oxygen and thus triggered the explosion. As primary containment vessel 

does not contain oxygen, we need not to be afraid of an explosion in the vessel, 

even if there contains hydrogen. Actually, the TEPCO reported that it was 

confirmed that the primary containment vessel was intact. 

 

As I just mentioned, the explosion did not occur inside the primary 

containment vessel in which reactor vessel is installed. Therefore 

radioactive material will not leak and release in large quantities. When we 

checked the result of the nuclear material monitoring conducted by the 

TEPCO and the local government of Fukushima prefecture, we confirmed 

that the concentration level of radioactive material had not increased 

compared to the level before the explosion. With regard to the numerical 

value of 1,015 μSV/h at 15:29 (on 12th March), the numerical value had 



dropped to lower values such as 860 μSV/h at 15:40 (on 12th March) and 

70.5 μSV/h at 18:58 (on 12th March) after the explosion, while the 

explosion occurred at 15:36 (on 12th March).   

 

Venting, which is a means of removing water vapor in the containment, 

has been undertaken around 14:00 (on 12th March) with a view to avoiding 

over pressurization of the containment, as I have repeated since the 

predawn hours. The concentration level of radioactive material in other 

areas had risen once in the process of venting around 14:00 (on 12th 

March). However the level had dropped to a lower value after the 

explosion at 15:36 (on 12th March) and remains lower. Therefore, at this 

moment, we recognize that the pattern of outside release of radioactive 

material, which was observed before the explosion, remain mostly 

unchanged. Having said that, I hope people in Japan will continue to 

handle the situation calmly.   

 

Given the situation described above, the TEPCO decided to fill the Primary 

Container Vessel (PCV) with sea water in order to prevent the rupture of the 

Reactor Vessel and/or the Primary Container Vessel (PCV) from causing a 

disaster of which we are afraid. Mr. Kaieda, Minister of METI directed the TEPCO 

to do so. We are also advised that the TEPCO will take such a precautious 

measure as to use boric acid to prevent criticality from being reached again. The 

government of Japan, including METI / NIST, found these measures and 

procedures appropriate and approved them. The TEPCO has already started 

them since 20:20. 

 

・・・(About the decision to enlarge the evacuation area from 10km to 20km,) The 

newly introduced measures do not mean any concrete danger to the residents in 

the area from 10km to 20km. Though, since the possibility of new measures 

emerged, we decided to enlarge the evacuation area to 20km just because make 

assurance doubly sure.  

 


